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NECA Association meeting October 4, 2023 - notes 
 
 

1. Call to order 
President Roslyn Steinberg introduced our Wildwood Elementary School host 
and the Officers and Board members who were present (Jody Haile – 
Treasurer, Lynda Peters – Secretary, Wendy Snyder – Communications, 
Mary Cuny, Don Krok, Maggie Monahan). We learned that two school council 
members will be needed in April, and something about the openings will be 
shared with us to post on the NECA website.  

 
2. Review and approval of prior Association meeting minutes 

Lynda briefly summarized the prior Secretary’s handwritten notes from the 
July 7, 2021 Association meeting. Alderman Napolitano appeared as a guest 
speaker. The motion to accept the meeting notes passed. 

 
3. Report from Treasurer 

There is approximately $2,700 in the checking account. 
 

4. Report about communications 
Wendy shared that a NECA newsletter was distributed to every house in the 
neighborhood recently. She also described the NECA website and how dues 
can be paid there. Wendy also let everyone know to look for an email and 
information on the NECA website about the annual Dues for Donuts event 
which will be this coming Saturday Oct. 7th, 9-11 am at McAlpin Island. 

 
5. Report from Committees, as appropriate 

None 
 

6. Unfinished Association business 
None 

 
7. New Association business 

Vote by membership on revised Constitution and By-Laws - passed 
 
Roslyn explained that we are collecting bids for this winter’s snow removal 
contract. Under consideration are whether to continue with curb-to-curb 
plowing or center-only and how many months to cover. One member 
commented that some houses don’t have driveways, making parking off the 
street difficult. 
 
An announcement was made that new members can join NECA tonight or at 
any time. Jody explained that roughly 300 of the eligible 800 homes in the 
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neighborhood belong to NECA. A question was raised about bringing back the 
list of non-members. 
 
None of the members in attendance had new business to raise. 

 
8. Adjournment 

The motion to adjourn the annual Association meeting passed. 
 

Guest speaker Commander Heather Daniel, 16th District, CPD 
• Commander Daniel described the boundaries of the 16th District and 

shared that NECA residents live within one of the safest neighborhoods in 
the City.  

• She recapped the recent crimes in the area (property thefts) and explained 
what residents should do to report crime and mitigate problems. She 
alerted everyone to something called a ruse burglary, where one person 
claims to be with a utility company, for example, and engages the person 
at home in conversation at the door while a second person enters the 
house and steal things. She explained that the types of car and catalytic 
converter thefts Chicago has are similar to what the rest of the country 
experiences. Some free anti-theft steering wheel locking mechanisms (“the 
club”) are available from CPD. 

 
Guest speaker Alderman Jim Gardner 

• The Alderman described his background (he was a firefighter for 14 years). 
• He described the ward remapping that resulted in our neighborhood joining 

the 25th Ward in May 
• He explained that he is dedicating 83% of his annual $1.25M allocation on 

addressing infrastructure projects in Edgebrook and Wildwood this year. 
• He relayed that a proposed developer met with him about redeveloping the 

old Starbuck’s located at Central & Devon. The developer pitched building 
a five-story apartment building, which would require a zoning change and 
community input, which the Alderman was not in agreement. Any further 
discussions with the developer would be in the early stages. 

• He described the new tree trimming policy, which enables the prioritization 
of grids to service as opposed to addressing requests here and there as 
they are received. The tree trimming season is March – December. The 
other months are for pulling trees, so let his office know if you have one 
that needs to be pulled. 

• A general discussion was held about the change in approach to city-wide 
safety. 

• During the Q&A, the following were brought up: 



 3 

o Congressman Quigley is trying to get the money to pay for a traffic 
study at Devon & Lehigh. Other traffic studies in the works are about 
Caldwell & Tonty (by the entrance to the Forest Preserve) and 
Central & Hiawatha (by the school) 

o Some residents complained about Lyft bikes being left around the 
neighborhood. Anyone can call 311 to report a bike and pickup 
should occur within two hours. 

o The Alderman is looking into whether the church at Touhy & Melvina 
is being or is going to be used to house migrants. 

o The Alderman said he’d follow up on the freight train volume in this 
area and that residents had been told the trains would be rerouted, 
but that hasn’t yet happened. 

o He was asked about the rumor that a car wash will be built on the 
corner of Touhy & Lehigh. The Alderman explained that current 
zoning there would accommodate that use but he doesn’t know of 
any such plans. 

o Some residents alerted the Alderman to problems with cars 
speeding down Caldwell, from Touhy to Devon. He is aware of the 
issue and he can present some options after he partners with CDOT. 

o Mary shared the issue of the noise caused by kids playing basketball 
on the new hoops in the lighted SMOW parking lot. 

 
 
 


